
SPIRITUAL WARFARE: Class 6 

Bible verse of the Day: Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 
'Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.'" Then, the devil left him and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him." Matt. 4:10-11 

 

The last two weeks we have been focused on studying how the Enemy thinks and 
behaves. Today, we will examine their behaviors with regard to the common strategies 
they use to torment us. 

 

ANALYZING THE ENEMY'S STRATEGIES1 

Satanic attacks come in a variety of forms, which can be identified as "common attacks" 
and "extraordinary attacks". 

 

A.  Common attacks can be a subtle and indirect attack by demons by causing evil 
thoughts to originate in our own minds. 

 1.  These attacks attempt to influence our memories, imagination and   
 ultimately, our will. READ: James 1:14-15 

 2. Behavioral scientists know that actions follow thought and not the other way  
 around (i.e., first you think it; then you do it!) READ: Mark 7:21-23 

 3. Many evil ideas come to us through our senses, especially seeing and   
 hearing (e.g., what we read, watch on TV or our devices, see on social   
 media, etc.) 

 

B. Evil thoughts, however, do not always originate from within our own minds. They 
can also come into our minds directly from Satan. 

 1. When we take in words and images from outside ourselves, it may be   
 that invisible evil forces "plant" these thoughts and make us think that   
 they came from inside our own minds! 

 2.  We call these outside-influenced evil thoughts "temptation". 

  a. The devil tempts us in various ways, including deception 

   1.  Remember Jesus called the devil "a liar and the father of   
   lies" and Paul talked of the devil's "schemes" (READ: Eph. 6:11) 
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C. READ: Gen. 3:1-5. Let's analyze how Satan's uses his strategy of DECEPTION AND 
LIES on Eve in the Garden of Eden:  

 1. He questioned Eve's memory and understanding: "did God    
 really say..." 

 2. Then, he lied outright about the consequences of not obeying    
 God: "You will not surely die." 

 3. Finally, he lied about God's motives and the result of not obeying   
 God: "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be    
 opened, and you will be like God..." 

 4.  Notice, too, how in Genesis 3, the evil idea came to Eve through her   
 senses, as we learned earlier in the class (READ: Gen. 3: 6) 

 5. READ: Revelation 12:9.  

  a. The Apostle John describes him as the one someone who deceives the  
  whole  world (i.e., he "leads the whole world astray!)  

 6. READ: 2Cor. 11:14-15. One of the more insidious methods of deception the 
 devil uses is when he disguises himself as someone GOOD!  

  a. In view of this, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore it is not surprising if  
  his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness …”  
  (READ: 2 Cor. 11:15). 

 7. In the same way, too, the devil will use deception and lies to cause us to   
 sin (e.g., "Everybody cheats on their taxes. The government has a lot of   
 money, it doesn't need yours!") 

 

D. Another common strategy the devil uses against us is ACCUSATION. 

 1. READ: Rev. 12:10.  

 2. These accusations are usually false and bundled with lies (e.g., "Your 
 husband/wife doesn't appreciate you. Accept that dinner invitation from your 
 co-worker and see what happens.") 

 

E. Another strategy Satan uses is DOUBT, especially in order to attack our faith.  

 1. READ: Matt. 4:3. Here, when Jesus spent 40 days and night in the desert, the 
 devil used this strategy. His goal is to get us to doubt God and His will for us. 
 (e.g., "If you are the Son of God...) 
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F. Satan and his demons also use ENTICEMENT to bring to our attention things we find 
attractive. 

 1. The worst part of this strategy is that he often plants the suggestion that we get 
 what we want though illicit means.  

  a. He used this strategy too in the Garden of Eden when he tried to   
  convince Eve that she would have knowledge. Keep in mind, that   
  knowledge...in and of itself...is not a bad thing to strive for; but, gaining  
  wisdom by disobeying God was sinful! 

  b. The same could be said of the temptation of Jesus in the desert. Eating  
  bread is not, in itself, a bad thing; but, because Jesus was fasting at the  
  Holy Spirit's direction, if he performed the miracle of turning stones into  
  bread, He would be disobeying the Spirit and sinning. 

 2. Notice how in both examples, that what Eve and Jesus desired was NOT a bad 
 thing by themselves. It was the basis for doing the act that was the sin. 

 

G. Finally, another devilish strategy is PROVOCATION.  

 1. Here, the demons can plant thoughts in our mind or even arrange 
 circumstances that will make it likely we'll be provoked by anger or pride or 
 even despair to sin against God.  

  a. READ: Job 2:9. Notice how, when although Job lost everything, he still  
  had faith in God. Then, Satan resorted to provocation by using Job's wife  
  against him! 

 

H. A good example of one of Satan's strategies was described by Jesus in the "Parable of 
the Sower". READ: Matt. 13:1-9 

 1. The "seed" is a metaphor for the Word of God. 

 2. In relating this parable to spiritual warfare, Jesus makes it clear that Satan 
 removes the word from the hearts of those who do not understand its meaning   

  a. The Devil removes the Word by sending "birds" (pick any adversary  
  you wish!) to eat/destroy it. 

  b. "Rocky places", which had a variety of issues, can be thought of as  
  places where the Word cannot flourish or live (again, YOU can think of  
  places, both real and in your mind that keep you from the Word of God) 

  c. The "thorns", chocking the seed can, once again, be representative of  
  Satan or any of his allies. 
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QUESTION: Did you notice, in all the examples of the devil's strategies discussed in this 
class, which he never once FORCED anyone to sin? So, how do they operate?  

Now that we have familiarized ourselves with the COMMON ATTACKS used by our 
Enemy, next week we will examine the EXTRAORDINARY ATTACKS he uses against 
us. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Some of this information was taken from the book, Manual for Spiritual Warfare, by 
Paul Thigpen, TAN Books, 2014. 


