
21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS      

CLASS 8 

"The worst moment for the atheist is when he is really thankful, and has nobody to 
thank."  Dante Gabriel Rossetti 

 

So, last week we left off discussing James Sire's graphic regarding "How can people 
know what to believe?" We decided that the ONLY ways were Philosophical ways (i.e., 
though CONSISTENT, SOUND SCIENCE AND EVIDENCE! 

A.  Unfortunately, even if we provide sound, consistent, scientific evidence to prove 
something, we may still a problem: some people will NOT accept that truth? Why? 

 1.  As we've said before, acceptance of a truth is also a matter of the WILL. In 
 addition, if a person suddenly accepts a truth, then there will probably be 
 CONSEQUENCES. 

  a.  For example, going back to the James Sire poster (Column 2:   
  psychological reasons to believe something) a person might respond,  
  "Well, yes, if a person is wrong about a drug, even if they are   
  COMFORTED by it, they might take too much and die or if they're wrong  
  about the ice being thick enough to walk on, they might fall through and  
  drown. 

B.  So, then the next question is:  "Then can we say that we should ONLY believe things 
that are TRUE…no matter if there are consequence I don't want to face?  

 a.  Reasonable (and open minded!) people will probably respond with, "YES! 
 Because the truth protects us and  makes sense." (But how many of THESE 
 people do we know!) 

C.  Easy, right? Once we can get an open-minded person to admit that it's ONLY 
through LOGIC, EVIDENCE AND GOOD SCIENCE that we arrive at the TRUTH 
(admitting, of course, that ABSOLUTE TRUTH exists!), then we have become 
APOLOGISTS!!!! 

 1.  An Apologist is someone who SHOWS/DEMONSTRATES how good 
 reason/logic and evidence supports or contradicts a belief. 

 2.  CONGRATULATIONS! Because YOU are in this class, you becoming an 
 Apologist!! 

 

Question: So, using CONSISTENT, SOUND SCIENCE, when thinking about the 
TRUTH about a statement, how do you prove that it's true?  
 
Question:  So…are we saying that once the EVIDENCE PROVES THE TRUTH, then a 
reasonable person will accept it as true?  
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D.  Belief requires assent, not only of the mind, but of the WILL and the will is often as 
strong as the mind! 
 
 1.  For example: Friedrich Nietzsche, the philosopher, once wrote, "If one   
 were to prove this God of the Christians to us, we should be even LESS   
 able to believe in him." And, "It is our PREFERENCE that decides against   
 Christianity…not arguments." (both emphasis mine). 
 
 2.  So…as you can see, Nietzsche's disbelief was based on his WILL, not just  
 his intellect. There is, unfortunately, a difference between PROVING a   
 claim and ACCEPTING the claim! 
 
 
E.  The beauty of God's design is that He gave us the FREEDOM to reject Him…He gave 
us the freedom to make choices…even the freedom to reject the truth! 
 
 1.  In order to ensure that our choice is truly "free", He placed us in an   
 environment filled with EVIDENCE of His existence, but without  
 His direct presence.   
 
  a.  In other words, God has provided enough evidence in this life to  
  convince anyone WILLING to believe; yet He has also left some   
  ambiguity so as not to compel the UNWILLING to believe!  
 
 2.  We have the opportunity either to love Him or to reject Him without   
 violating our freedom! This is an important point, because love, by     
 definition, must be FREELY given. 
 
 
F.  As we stated earlier, the resistance to the evidence of the truth of Christianity might 
also be explained because of what might proceed or happen if a person suddenly 
decided to accept Christianity…it might require a CHANGE in their life or lifestyle! 
 
 1.  Let me remind you of the famous (or infamous!) line from the movie, A 
 Few Good Men, where Jack Nicholson says to Tom Cruise, "You want answers?" 
 and Tom Cruise responds, "I want the truth!" And then, the famous line uttered 
 by Jack Nicholson, "YOU CAN'T HANDLE THE TRUTH!" 
 
 2. Nicholson might as well have been screaming at all of America (all of the 
 World?) because it seems that many can't handle the truth…at least not about 
 Christianity! 
 
G. Let's do a little summarizing before we continue...Here's what we've learned so far: 

 1. Any teaching (religious or otherwise) is worth trusting ONLY if it points to the 
 Truth and apathy about truth can be dangerous! 

 2. Many beliefs that people hold today are NOT supported by EVIDENCE; but 
 their beliefs are merely based on subjective PREFERENCE. 
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 3.  In order to find Truth, one must be ready to give up those subjective 
 preferences in favor of OBJECTIVE FACTS. AND…these facts are best   
 discovered through LOGIC, EVIDENCE AND SCIENCE. 

 4.  We can use the Law of Non Contradiction (which we studied in Class #6) as a 
 way of using Logic to arrive at the Truth. 

  a.  remember that the Law of Non Contradiction says that contrary truths  
  are not possible. The example we used was A is B and A is not B cannot  
  both be true. 

H. There needs to be one more point before we move on…a very intriguing point…If 
you say someone's position on something is wrong, you must KNOW what is right in 
order to make that claim! In other words, you can't know what is wrong unless you 
know what is right!" 

 1.  Even if you say, "I don't know", you are admitting that you know 
 SOMETHING…namely, that you DON'T KNOW something about that topic!  

I.  Now, in addition to the Law of Non Contradiction, Logic also has TWO other main 
principles or laws: the LAW OF IDENTITY and the LAW OF THE EXCLUDED 
MIDDLE  

 1.  The Law of Identity basically states that everything is ITSELF and not 
 something else! Ex. I am me and so I am not YOU. 

 a. This is such an obvious principle, that we won't spend time examining it much 
 further. 

 2.  We will, however, consider in more detail The Law of the Excluded Middle, 
 which  means something either IS or IS NOT…there's NO MIDDLE! 

  a.  either God exists or He does not! 

  b.  either Jesus rose from the dead or He did not! 

  c.  either the Earth revolves around the Sun or it does not! 

Question: Give more examples of this Law of the Excluded Middle 

J.  These three LAWS OF LOGIC (the Law of Identity, the Law of Non Contradiction 
and the Law of the Excluded Middle are what we call "first principles" because they are 
what we use to discover ALL OTHER TRUTHS. In fact, without them, you couldn't 
learn anything else! 

 1.  Just as your eyes must be built into your body for you to be able to see, so 
 these first principles MUST be built into your mind for you to learn anything! 

 2.  But…these first principles, alone, cannot tell us whether a particular claim is 
 true, and that's were EVIDENCE comes into play. 

We will open that can of worms next week… 
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