
SPIRITUAL WARFARE:	Class 13 

Bible verse of the Day: "What is man that you are mindful of him...? You have made 
him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor." 
Psalm 8: 4-5 
 
 
Last week we concluded our study of Seraphim Angels and also learned about the 
Cherubim. Although most people are familiar with these levels of angels, it is for a good 
reason that most have never heard of the third (1st Level) angel known at Ophanim, 
which we will study today. 

Like Cherubim and Seraphim, these are the GENERALS in the Army of the Lord 

 

III.  OPHANIM (plural; the singular is Ophan); also called THRONES. 

 
 

A. Ophan comes from the Hebrew root word "to revolve" so Ophanim are typically 
glossed over by most bible readers because the Bible describes them as WHEELS than 
Beings. 

 1. Sadly, the fact that most of us have never heard of Ophanim angels can be 
 blamed on that ONE WORD in scripture...wheel! 
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 2. This mistaken interpretation of the word "wheel" has caused readers and 
 scholars alike to misunderstand several sections of scripture and, worse, to 
 overlook the magnificent angels known as Ophanim. 

 

B. Many believe we can put the blame squarely on the Translators of Ezekiel's visions. 
Clearly, they have given us a large dose of confusion when it comes to modern Bible 
reading.   

 1. Let me ask you this: How many pictures of wheels with eyeballs can we put 
 into our minds before we dig into the definitions of the words in Ezekiel’s 
 vision?  Why didn't the interpreters do the same?! 

 2.  So, modern biblical scholars now propose that the original word  "wheel" was 
 simply MISTRANSLATED because the translators could find no good word for 
 Beings who REVOLVE!   

 

C.  On the other hand, the Book of Enoch as well as the Dead Sea Scrolls give us some 
clues as to what we have come to recognize as extraordinary celestial beings. 

 

D. Although Ezekiel 1:15-21 gives us the most detailed description of the Ophanim and 
clearly describes them, you can miss the fact that they are Angels (and not wheels!) if 
you don't know how to interpret Ezekiel. READ: Ezekiel 1:15-21. 

 1. So, as anyone can tell from this reading, it is simply because they are 
 constantly spinning, that they resemble a wheel, so it's often interpreted that they 
 are not living beings.  

  a. In addition, because they are constantly turning and making a great  
  noise as they move along, they have often been referred to as a   
  "whirlwind" or "windstorm" in the Bible (READ: Ezekiel 1:4). This will  
  be studied in greater detail later in the course. 

 2. So, we now know that Ophanim are the eye-covered "wheels", that move next 
 to the winged Cherubim, beneath the throne of God.  

  1. Notice how these angels work in tandem with one another: 

   a. The four "wheels" (Ophanim) move with the Cherubim because  
   the spirit of the Cherubim is in them. In other words, they are  
   "connected with one another" or, to say it differently, "they work in  
   conjunction with one another". 

D. Unlike in the Old Testament, Ophanim were correctly identified as angels in one of 
the Dead Sea scrolls.  
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 1.  They were also correctly identified as a class of celestial beings in later 
 sections of the Book of Enoch, where they are also called "Many-Eyed-Ones". 

  a. We will talk about these angels mentioned in the Book of Enoch in  
  greater detail in future classes, however, it is interesting to note here that,  
  in Enoch's writing, the Ophanim, along the Cherubim and Seraphim,  
  never sleep but constantly guard the throne of God.  

 

E. These "wheels" were also mentioned in Daniel 7:9 as part of his Dream of Four Beasts.  

 1. If you know that Ophanim are also called Thrones and if you know how to 
 "read" the scriptures about them, the vision described in Daniel will make more 
 sense. 

  a. In the reading of Daniel, a little horn is describing to Daniel what it saw; 
  and, when you read it with the correct understanding, it will be clear to  
  you that the little horn is describing Ophanim (clarifications, in   
  parentheses are mine):  

 2. READ Daniel 7:9 : "thrones (Orpahnim) were set in place (took their   
 place)...his throne was flaming with fire (remember the Seraphim?) and   
 its wheels (Oraphim) were all ablaze." 

 3. By the way, it can be inferred that Ophanim are also known as "Thrones" since 
 the Throne of God is usually depicted as being moved by "wheels", as we just 
 read in the Book of Daniel. 

 

F.  To be sure, although you might be hearing about them for the first time here, the 
Orphanim are actually described quite a bit in the Bible...we just didn't know what to 
look for! 

 1. As I said earlier, the problem begins with a reading of Ezekiel where we have a 
 very poor translation of the very simple word: "wheel". The word, described in 
 Ezekiel, hardly comes close to those round things we use to transport us, like 
 cars and bikes. The reason that word was used was because Orphanim 
 REVOLVE IN A CIRCLE...except for when they are following their leader.  

 2. Unlike our modern bibles, though, Enoch actually NAMES them along with 
 Cherubim and Seraphim. Once again, bear with me...we will get to this later. 

 

G.  So, what do Ophanim angels do?  
 
 1.  Well, in the Third Book of Enoch, they help transport a chariot of fire which is 
 carrying Enoch to and through Heaven.  
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 2.  In the Jewish Kabbalah (a basic set of teachings), the Archangel Raziel leads 
 the Ophanim angels as they express God's creative energy of wisdom throughout 
 the universe.  
 
  a. Jewish teachings tell us that Ophanim interact with humans to help  
  people achieve more knowledge, guide them to apply that knowledge to  
  their lives in  practical ways so they can become wiser and empower  
  them to reach their full, God-given potential in life. 
     
    1. Interestingly, modern Christiana attribute these workings to the  
   Holy Spirit, but that is another topic altogether. 
 
 

Next week, we will continue our study of the Ophanim Angels, and we'll do it by RE-
WRITING a portion of the Book of Ezekiel! This will truly be an interesting and eye-
opening exercise! You won't want to miss it! 
	

	


