
21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS      

CLASS 6… 

"People almost invariably arrive at their beliefs not on the basis of proof but on the 
basis of what they find attractive." Blaise Pascal (Philosopher) 

 
Last week we left off with a definition on "tolerance" and what we do about people who 
have false beliefs. Today, we want to learn how to RESPOND to those people in a 
LOGICAL (and kind!) manner when they insist that there are "many truths". 
 
 
A. Truth, by its very definition, excludes what is false. In other words, contrary beliefs 
are POSSIBLE (and even PROBABLY); but contrary TRUTHS are not possible! 
LOGICALLY, opposite ideas cannot be true at the same time. 
 
 1.  In Logic, this is called the "Law of Non Contradiction". An example of   
 this might be the statement, "the Earth is round" vs. the statement, "the   
 Earth is flat"…they cannot both be true. 
 
 2. We can apply the same Law of Non Contradiction to statements about   
 God: "God exists" vs. "God does not exist". Obviously, both of these   
 statements cannot be true either! 
 
B.  So, what are some OTHER popular misconceptions about truth you are likely to hear 
from an unbeliever? 
 
 1.  There is no truth 
 
 2.  The truth can't be known  
 
 3.  All truth is relative (not absolute/not always true) 
 
 4.  It's true for you, but not for me 
 
 5.  No one has the truth 
 
 6.  No one should judge another person's belief of what is true 
 
C.  The best way to respond to ANY of these arguments is to use the Law of Non 
Contradiction! How? 
 
 1.  You simply take the claim and apply the claim to ITSELF! 
 
  a.  For example, if someone’s says to you: "I can't speak a word of   
  English." How do you respond? "Well…didn't you just SAY that sentence  
  in English?!" So…as you can see, in SAYING this sentence, the person  
  actually DID speak English!  



 2 

  b. In every single case, a person making a contradictory claim has no  
  ground to stand on (like Wiley Coyote in the Roadrunner cartoons: as he  
  jumps off a cliff and hangs in mid air wondering how he got there!) 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
D.  Let's practice:   
 
 1.  Take a look at Misconception #1 (above):  "There is no truth". How do you 
 respond to that? 
 
  a.  You simply say, "Is that true?" Because if it IS true, they just   
  contradicted  themselves when they said, "there is no truth." Their   
  arguments falls apart under it's own command! 
 
 2.   Now, let's take a look at Misconception #2:  "The truth can't be known".  How  
 do you respond to that?  
 
  a. You simply say, "How do you know that?" Once again, they will fall  
  apart because they can't claim to know something that they claim can't be  
  known! 
 
Question:  Now YOU try. How would you respond to the Misconception #3 claim that 
"All Truth is Relative…it's not ALWAYS true"?  
 
 
NOTE: If you REALLY want to have some fun with this one: check out the website 
http://www.ecclesia.org/truth/relativism.html where you'll find lots of smart Alec 
answers for your New Age know-it-alls! 
 
 
E.  Moving right along, let's take a look at Statement #4: "It's true for you; but not for 
me." 
 1.  Is it possible for something to be THE TRUTH for one person but not another? 
 2.  Notice I didn't say "true" for one person…I said can something be THE truth 
 for one and not another!  
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Question: What is the difference between the two? Give an example of the difference. 
 
 
 3.  Now, returning to Statement #4, if we use the example: "The Bible is the 
 word of God". How, using the Law of Non Contradiction, would you respond to 
 someone if she said, "Well, that might be true for you; but it's not for me." 
 
 
F.  Let's now take a look at argument #5:  "No one has the truth."   
 
 1.  Just ask them, "Do you think that's true?" If they say, "Yes", then they've just 
 admitted that someone (them!) has the truth! If they say, "No", then they are 
 admitting that the TRUTH EXISTS! 
 
 2. In other words, the very fact that the person is SAYING that "no one has the 
 truth", means that they believe they have the TRUTH that no one has the truth! 
 BOOM! END OF ARGUMENT! (does your head hurt yet? Hahaha!) 
 
 
G.  Finally, in refuting Statement #6, "No one should judge another person's belief of 
what is true"…the very fact that they are arguing with you implies that they are judging 
YOUR beliefs! 
 
 
H.  Now…we can go on and on with refuting these claims simply by using the Law of 
Non Contradiction; but the one argument you most likely will hear (and this is usually 
the last one because at this point, they are exhausted from falling off the proverbial 
cliff!) is YOU SHOULDN'T JUDGE ME!  
 
 1.  Sorry…but in saying that, the person just made a JUDGMENT!  
 
 
Next week, we'll dig into this topic of JUDGING OTHERS when practicing Apologetics. 
 

 

 

 

 


