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Ephesians 2 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call 

themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were 

separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope 

and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 

hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself 

one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the 

cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 

those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of 

his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 

cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in 

him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

  

Here’s what Douglas Moo wrote in his book “The Law of Christ as the fulfillment of the Law of Moses” 

“The entire Mosaic Law comes to fulfillment in Christ, and this fulfillment means that this law is no longer a direct and 

immediate source of, or judge of, the conduct of God’s people.  Christian behavior, rather, is now guided directly by the 

‘law of Christ.”  The law does not consist of legal prescriptions and ordinances, but of the teaching and example of Jesus 

and the apostles, the central demand of love, and the guiding influence of the indwelling Holy Spirit.” 

Discussion: 

1. Gentiles excluded from the promise 

2. Gentiles without hope 

3. Gentiles without God 

4. Brought into God’s presence by the blood of Christ. 

5. Christ is the peace between us and God 

6. Only Christ made the circumcised and the uncircumcised one people. 

7. He put to death the hostility of both and reconciled both to God. 

8. Only by Jesus does anyone (circumcised and the uncircumcised) have access to the Father. 

9. All are fellow citizens in God’s community (circumcised and the uncircumcised). 

10. The new temple is this community-the household of God. 

11. God’s spirit dwells in this holy temple. 

12. Notice that God has been building the new temple’s foundation since the beginning. 

13. The church is not an exclusively gentile possession.  

 

Philippians 3 

Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it 

is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are 

the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 

though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 



If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of 

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 

persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 

but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to 

know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.  

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

Here’s what N.T. Wright wrote in “The Climax of the Covenant.” 

“God’s covenant purpose was to choose a people in and through whom the world would be healed.  That purpose, 

reaching its climax in the Messiah, is now to be worked out through his people (the church).  The creation itself will be 

set free from its bondage to decay and come to share the liberty of the glory of the children of God; and in the 

meantime the Church is to share the groaning of the world in the faith that her own groanings are in turn shared by 

the Spirit.  The Spirit thus accomplishes within the church what the Torah accomplished within Israel.  Just as the sin 

and death of the world were concentrated, by means of the Torah, on Israel, so now the pain and grief of the world is 

to be concentrated, by means of the Spirit, on the family of the Messiah, so that it may be healed. 

It is a theology which, based on a clear view of the transcendent God now made known in and through Jesus of 

Nazareth and the Spirit, calls and drives the church towards the twin goals of mission and unity, that God may be all in 

all.” 

Discussion: 

1. What is the definition of flesh and confidence in the flesh? 

2. Paul said he lost all things. What? 

3. Where does righteousness come from? 

4. What is Paul forgetting? 

 

Colossians 2 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition 

and the elemental spiritual forces[a] of this world rather than on Christ. 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is 

the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by 

human hands. Your whole self, ruled by the flesh, was put off when you were circumcised by[c] Christ, 12 having been 

buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised 

him from the dead. 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you[d] alive with Christ. He 

forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned 

us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.[e] 



16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 

celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in 

Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also 

goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They 

have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and 

sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to the 

world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do 

with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such 

regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh 

treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence. 

Discussion: 

1. New circumcision (new Temple, new Priest, etc) 

2. What exactly was nailed to the cross? 

3. The cross was a hard won victory 

4. Judged not by the old regulations 

5. They were a shadow and will disappear 

 

Acts 15 

5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be 

circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 

6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: 

“Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the 

message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit 

to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 

Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have 

been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 

12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders God 

had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 

14 Simon[a] has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The 

words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 

16 “‘After this I will return 

    and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 

Its ruins I will rebuild, 

    and I will restore it, 

17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 

    even all the Gentiles who bear my name, 

says the Lord, who does these things’[b]— 

18     things known from long ago. 

19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead 

we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of 

strangled animals and from blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is 

read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 

 22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to 

Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders among the 

believers. 23 With them they sent the following letter: 



 

The apostles and elders, your brothers, 

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

Greetings. 

24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by 

what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and 

Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and 

Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you 

with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from 

the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. 

Farewell. 

 

Paul on the law in Romans 

Rom 6 - For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

Romans 7:4  So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to 

another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

Romans 7:6  But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new 

way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. 

Romans 8:1-4  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you[a] free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 

powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,[b] God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

to be a sin offering.[c] And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 

be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Rom 10 - Christ is the end (telos-objective or goal) of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 

believes. 

 

What about the 10 Commandments? 

“You are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 

tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts…. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of 

the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:3-6). 

 

Exodus 31:13: 

“Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to 

come, so you may know that I am the Lord, who makes you holy.” 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, after the Beatitudes: 

21“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,a and anyone who murders will be 

subject to judgment.’22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sisterb c will be subject to judgment. 

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 

lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 

Other verses 

Matt 27:51  “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”  God’s spirit had departed 

the old covenant Holy of Holies.  The moment was the death of the Christ.  The new covenant had begun and the 

promise of the old that was the tabernacle had departed.  The Christ opened the curtain that separated us from God. 

Gal - Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 



Heb 7 - For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law. 

Heb 8 - By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon 

disappear. 

Heb 10 - Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 

living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

Numbers 19:2  “This is a requirement of the law that the Lord has commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red 

heifer without defect or blemish and that has never been under a yoke. 

Mathew 5:17  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill (complete) them.” 


