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Hard Sayings of Jesus 
Montgomery Church, Summer 2016 

 

For Many are Called, but Few are Chosen 
 
 
 

 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. 3 And he sent out his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened 
livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.”’ 
5 But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another 
to his business, 6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed 
them. 7 But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those 
murderers and set their city on fire. 8 Then he *said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main 
highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.’ 10 Those 
slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil 
and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. 
 
11 “But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man 
there who was not dressed in wedding clothes, 12 and he *said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And the man was 
speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
Matthew 22:1-14 NASB  
 

 
 
Some facts: 

 Our Providential God has made provision, for all who would hear, in and 
through the gospel.  This is represented in Matthew 22 with a royal feast 
made by a king for his son. 
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 The first guests invited to salvation were the Jews but when the prophets 
of the Old Testament, John the Baptist, and even Christ Himself, were 
rejected, the apostles and other ministers of the gospel were sent to all 
others who could be found.  

 The passages we are studying relate to all humans, especially in this day. 
This theme and situation has occurred throughout time and recorded 
biblical history.  Here are some examples: 

o In the beginning all people knew about God but most disbelieved 
and gradually drifted away until only Noah and his family were 
elected to be saved.   

o With the generation of Israelites who left Egypt, only Caleb and 
Joshua were allowed to enter the promised land. 

o Many claim to believe in God but few believe the truth about 
Jesus, even many who claim to be Christians disbelieve or try to 
change what the Bible says about our Savior.    

 Many are called to the wedding feast (salvation) and as we’ve spoken 
about previously, few have the wedding garment (righteousness of 
Christ) and because of their belief, are marked and sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of God after we have obeyed.  As Paul said, let us examine 
ourselves whether we are being faith and honorable to our God and 
family in Christ and always seek to be approved by our Savior, Lord God 
and King.  

 Jesus said “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” John 
14:15.   He points out the close connection between belief and 
obedience.  Because Jesus is God, His commandments are found from 
Genesis chapter 1 all the way to Revelation 22. 

 

Consider the narrow door Jesus spoke of in Luke 13 (also Matthew 7:14): 

 22 Then Jesus traveled throughout the towns and villages, teaching as He made 

His way toward Jerusalem.  23“Lord,” someone asked Him, “will only a few 

people be saved?” 

Jesus answered, 24“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door. 
For many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 25 After the master of 
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the house gets up and shuts the door, you will stand outside knocking and saying, 
‘Lord, open the door for us.’ 

But he will reply, ‘I do not know where you are from.’ 

26 Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

27And he will answer, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from. Depart from 
me, all you evildoers.’ 

28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves are 

thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and 

will recline at the table in the kingdom of God.  30 And indeed, some who are last 

(in this world) will be first (in the kingdom to come , and some who are first (in 

this world) will be last (in the kingdom to come).”  Luke 13:22-30 BSB 

 

 

 God warned the Israelites to persevere (continue in a course of action) in 
their faith, but many did not.  It does seem that only a few of the people 
being addressed in the Bible would or will persevere and enter into the 
promises of Christ. 

 We are in the same position.  We belong to the visible church and it is 
possible that not everyone in the visible church is a believer and will be 
saved.  Now it's not my (or our) place to make eternal judgements 
regarding a person's salvation but we know from God's word that some 
will fall away and many will not receive the promises of Christ. 

 The reason why sinners do not come to Christ and salvation by Him is not 
because they cannot, but because they will not.  

 
What can we do? 

 Give thanks to the Lord - Psalm 118:19-21 

 Know the truth, walk with (in) the Spirit - Isaiah 35:7-9  

 Pray for others – I Timothy 2:1-6 

 Proclaim the excellencies of Him – I Peter 2:8-10 
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What will happen with those who are God’s chosen people? 

 Psalm 33:12 

 Matthew 24:29-32 

 Revelation 17:14-15 

 Ephesians 1:2-5 

How can we make our calling and election sure? 
 
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to 

life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own 

glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and 

magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this 

very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, 

and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, 

and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 
7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither 

useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he 

who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 

purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent 

to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice 

these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the 

eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied 
to you.  2 Peter 1:2-11 NASB 
 

This is our prayer for all of you - practice these things, never stumble and that 

entrance into God's kingdom will be abundantly supplied to you.  AMEN !!!!! 

 


