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21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS, PART 2       Class 11… 
 
“It is to the Cross that the Christian is challenged to follow his Master: no path of 
redemption can make a detour around it.” ― Hans Urs von Balthasar, Unless You 
Become Like This Child 
 
 
Last week we discussed the Corroborative Evidence that Jesus is the Messiah by 
focusing on what is found in the Bible. This week, we will look OUTSIDE the Bible for 
evidence that Jesus existed and performed some amazing miracles. 
 
 
A. Josephus was a 1st C. JEWISH historian. 
 
 1.  READ AS DIRECTED:  pp. 77 and 78 
 
 
QUESTION:  What do you think of this information about Josephus? (Teri: he was a 
Pharisee, therefore, well educated and articulate. He was alive and present during Jesus' 
lifetime.) 
 
 

2. READ AS DIRECTED pp. 78 and 79.                                                             
 
 a.   Before you get all excited, Yamauchi makes it clear, right after this  

  supposed quote from Josephus that the whole passage is    
  CONTROVERSIAL and most probably INTERPOLATED (i.e., added  
  to…specifically the parts about Jesus IS the Messiah and that Jesus   
  resurrected. 

 
  a.  READ AS DIRECTED: p. 80 
 

 
 3.  Given that some of Josephus' writings were tampered with, why are the 
 writings of Josephus still so important? 
 
  a.  Because so many people have tried to deny the very EXISTENCE of  
  Jesus and Josephus' writings prove that He did at least EXIST. 
 
  b.  Some say Jesus could not have been thought of as the MESSIAH since  
  Josephus doesn't spend a lot of time writing about Jesus. In fact, he wrote  
  more about John the Baptist than Jesus! 
 
  c.  But…we know that Josephus was focused on POLITICAL matters,  
  especially with regard to the Jews' struggle with Rome. So, for him, John  
  the Baptist was much more significant because he was perceived to be a  
  greater THREAT to the Romans than Jesus. 
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   1.  One proof for this was that JESUS WAS EVEN WILLING TO  
   PAY TAXES TO ROME, unlike John the Baptist. 
 
 
 4.  One more point: how do we know Josephus was a RELIABLE AND 
 ACCURATE WITNESS?  
 
  a.  Because his coverage of the Jewish Was is found to be VERY accurate  
  and, therefore, his other writings are also said to be reliable and widely  
  accepted by historians. 
 
B.  Another ancient writer was Tacticus 
 
 1.  While Josephus was a JEWISH historian, Tacticus was his ROMAN 
 equivalent. 
 
 2.  Although the writings of Josephus are considered critical to the proofs for the 
 existence and life of Christ, it is Tacticus who produced the MOST IMPORTANT 
 REFERENCE TO JESUS outside of the New Testament. 
 
 3.  READ AS DIRECTED:  p. 82 - 83 
 
 
C.  So, Tacticus confirms that: 
 
 1.  There was a person after whom people took their title (Christians)   
 
 2.  There was a great "superstition" surrounding this person (most likely,   
 the Resurrection of Jesus, although he doesn't SPECIFICALLY state    
 it…but what else could this be?)  
 
 3.  He confirms that CRUCIFIXION was the worst type of death imaginable  
 
 4.   Most importantly…that a WIDESPREAD MOVEMENT was based on a  
 CRUCIFIED MAN… 
 
 5.  Early Christians' belief in Jesus was so strong, they were willing to DIE rather 
 than deny him. 
  
 
D.  Yamauchi correctly believes that the widespread movement following a crucified 
man had to have its roots in an EXTRAORDINARY EVENT for which people would 
DIE professing a belief in that event… 
 

1. It HAD to be the RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ!  
 
 

QUESTION: What else could/would people be willing to die for? Can YOU think of 
any other event in Jesus' life worth dying for 
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2.  Notice that Tacticus said, "an IMMENSE multitude held so strongly to their 
beliefs that they were willing to die rather than recant" (emphasis mine) 

 
 

QUESTION: What do you think of this? How many people would YOU consider to be 
an IMMENSE MULTITUDE? 

 
 
 3. What makes Tacticus' "testimony" so riveting is that he is considered to be an 

 UNSYMPATHETIC witness 
 
 

QUESTION:  how important do you think the testimony of an UNSYMPATHETIC 
WITNESS would be to a case?  
 
 
So, other than Josephus and Tacticus are there any MORE writings which confirm the 
existence of and maybe additional facts about Jesus' life? 
 
A.  Yes! Pliny the Younger also referred to Christianity in his writings. 
 
 1.  He was the nephew of Pliny the Elder, who was the famous historian who 
 died when Mt. Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD (only 46 years after Jesus' death) 
 

2.  Unlike his uncle, Pliny the Younger was NOT an historian 
 
 a.  He was the GOVERNOR of a city in TURKEY and he wrote LETTERS 
 to Emperor Trajan, who was Emperor from 98-117 AD.   
 
 b.  Emperor Trajan had assigned Pliny the Younger to that post. So, 
 Pliny probably wrote the letters as a type of "report" to his superior. 

 
 3.  Going by the dates, Paul was imprisoned under Trajan's rule 
 
 
B.  What makes the writings of Pliny the YOUNGER so significant is that most of these 
letters HAVE BEEN PRESERVED TO THE PRESENT TIME!  This is an amazing 
achievement. 

 
 1.  In one of these letters, Pliny recounts his dealings with Christians who have 

 been accused and come before him to be tried (and usually executed) 
 
2.  Yamauchi, who was interviewed by Lee Strobel for this section of the book, 
actually has a photocopy of a book page taken from these writings. He showed 
the page to Lee Strobel and they both read it from Pliny the Younger's Book 10. 

 
 a. READ AS DIRECTED:  p. 83 
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  3.  Also, like Tacticus, Pliny the Younger says in one of his letters to the Emperor 
 Trajan: "The contagion of this superstition (emphasis mine) has spread not only 
 in the cities but in the villages and rural districts as well; yet it seems capable of 
 being checked and set right." (c. 110 AD) 

 
 
QUESTION:  What do you think of when you read in Pliny's letter that the early 
Christians TOOK AN OATH not to STEAL, ROB, OR COMMIT ADULTERY?  
 
 
And, what do you think when you read in this letter that the early Christians had 
FEMALE DEACONESSES, who were SLAVES…not even from the highest ranks of 
society! 
 
 4.  Keep in mind that this letter was probably written about 111 AD, 78 years 
 after Jesus' death, and CHRISTIANITY IS STILL GOING STRONG! 
 

5.  As Yamauchi states: "It attests to the rapid spread of Christianity, both in the 
city and in the rural area, among every class of persons, slave women as well as 
Roman citizens, since he also says that he sends Christians who are Roman 
citizens to Rome for trial 
 
 a.  Remember Paul's letter to the Romans! 
 
6.  The letter also talks about the worship of Jesus as GOD  
 
 

Next week, we will continue with the Corroborative Evidence and see if there is even 
MORE evidence to support the Bible  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


