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21st CENTURY APOLOGETICS, PART 2       Class 7… 

 

“We sinned for no reason but an incomprehensible lack of love, and He saved us for no 

reason but an incomprehensible excess of love.” ― Peter Kreeft, Jesus-Shock 

 

 

Last week, we ended our discussions about EYE WITNESS EVIDENCE to prove a case. 

Today, we will begin a study of OTHER types of evidence typically used in courts of 

law. 

 

QUESTION: What do you think would happen if you tried to prove that Jesus Christ is 

the Messiah by using ONLY the Eyewitness Testimony of a few of his friends and a 

handful of ancient historians?   

 

  

A.  In addition to Eyewitness Testimony, another important piece of evidence would be 

the presentation of DOCUMENTARY or WRITTEN EVIDENCE. 

 

 

QUESTION: Does anyone remember the Ford Motor Company Pinto case?  

 

 

QUESTION: Can you think of any other examples of how Documentary Evidence 

caused an indictment or conviction in a court of law?  

 

 QUESTION: Now, how important do you think DOCUMENTARY evidence is, 

compared to EYE WITNESS testimony? 

  

In addition, other than having confidence in the eyewitness testimonies, we should also 

be concerned that, even though DOCUMENTS are available which support our case 

that Christ is the Messiah, we must be sure that they are AUTHENTIC and 

VERIFYABLE. 

  

B.  So, how do experts PROVE the authenticity of ANY document (NOTE: we will use 

these SAME proofs to validate our claims about Jesus)? 

  

  1.  Ask the right questions… 

 

  a.  How can we be CERTAIN that each COPIED document is IDENTICAL 

     to the original? After all, the originals, which have long since turned to  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4939.Peter_Kreeft
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2627666


 2 

  dust, have been copied and re-copied countless times. 

  

  b.  How can we be CERTAIN that these documents TELL THE WHOLE  

  STORY and tell it ACCURATELY? 

 

  c. How can we be CERTAIN that the early church didn't hide or destroy  

  other Jesus stories because they didn't like how Jesus was portrayed? 

 

C.  The answers to these questions are critical to our investigation so Strobel uses the 

SAME measures any investigator would use with ANY ANCIENT DOCUMENTS…. 

 

 1.  First, the fact that we have only copies of copies of copies of copies isn't 

 UNIQUE to the Bible. If people dismiss the Bible on this basis, then they MUST 

 dismiss EVERY OTHER ANCIENT TEXT… that would be 99.9% of them! 

 

 2.  Second, the New Testament has an advantage over other ancient documents, 

 inasmuch as there are an UNPRECEDENTED number of copies that HAVE 

 survived! 

 

  a.  This is an important point because, as Dr. Bruce Metzer says, in  

  Chapter 3 of the Case for Christ, the more often you have copies that  

  AGREE with each other…especially if those copies come from diverse  

  geographical locations…the more they can be COMPARED to support the 

  same story. (p. 59) 

 

  b.  Think about, for example, how today, we consider EMAILS valid that  

  are REPLIED TO, FORWARDED, REPLIED TO ALL, OR SAVED! 

 

 3.  Third, the AGE of a document is important.  

 

  a.  With regard to the NT, there exist copies beginning within a couple of  

  generations from the originals….much younger than other ancient   

  documents widely accepted by scholars and historians.  

 

  b.  Some other ancient documents are dated 5, 8 or 10 generations from the 

  original and they are widely accepted as valid! 

 

 4.  Fourth, in addition to the Greek manuscripts, we also have translations of the 

 NT into Latin, Syriac (a local form of Aramaic) and many other languages. 
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  a.  This is important because, even if we didn't have the Greek documents, 

  we could use these other documents to piece together the story. 

 

READ AS DIRECTED:  pp. 60-61, "A Mountain of Manuscripts",  

 

QUESTION: What do YOU think when you hear this explanation from Metzger? 

 

READ AS DIRECTED:  pp. 61 - 62, "The Scrap That Changed History". 

 

QUESTION: Do you feel any more CONFIDENT about the validity of the 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE concerning the New Testament? 

 

 

D.  Lee Strobel contends that the MORE copies of a document we have…assuming they 

are identical in their main points…the stronger the case for GOOD DOCUMENTARY 

EVIDENCE (e.g., 10 copies of your identical birth certificate). His research uncovered 

that there are: 

 

 1.  over 5600 Greek manuscripts 

 

 2.  between 8,000 and 10,000 Latin Vulgate manuscripts 

 

 3.  about 8,000 Ethiopian (remember that eunuch!), Slavic and Armenian 

manuscripts 

 

 4.  Therefore, the total number of existing ANCIENT manuscripts is 

approximately 24,000…more than any other ancient document! 

 

 

QUESTION:  Do you agree that the MORE similar/closely aligned copies of a document 

make a strong case for validity of that document? Give examples.  

 

 

 

Next week, we will continue our study of the Documentary Evidence and examine if 

DISCREPANCIES between the manuscripts invalidate them. 

 

 

 

  



 4 

  

 

 


